The story of Hokdis a, a traditional 62-foct Polynesian voyaging
cance, Is one of exploration and rediscovery. She was built
and launched in the 1970s, in the midst of a renaissancs of
authentiC Hawallan culture, in an effort to revive the Hawalian
legacy of exploration and ingenuity.

Hokile'a, meaning Star of Gladness, was built and is sailed in

the traditional ways of ancient Polynesian voyagers. She was

created with Hawailan rope lashing techniques, and is Sailed
@ using only the stars, sun, and ocsan Cumrants {0 Navigats.

&

HoOkOe'a’s visit was only possible with the generosity of Fairlead
Integrated and Hampton Roads Crane & Rigging.

In 1992, Lacy Veach, the second astronaut from the state
of Hawalii, planted the idea within the Polynesian Voyaging

Society (PVS) to sall around the worid in a traditional canoe —to | OF 188 weaks, the Canoe's Crew and dry-G0Ck team worked

expiore the way their ancestors had in an effort to axpiors their
own heritage.

Twenty-two years later, they embarkad on their first woridwide
journey in the name of Malama Honua — “caring for Island
Earth.” PVS launched Hokalea to travel around the world,
learning from environmental experts and sharing this knowledge
of how to Detter take cars of Earth and its limited rasources.

Bafora continuing on the last lag of her journay home t0 Hawail,
Hokile'a visited The Mariners’ Museum and Park for her last

diligentty to restore the cance in preparation for the remainder
of their journey. Working out of the Museum’s boat building,
many of the crew workad tirslessly every day — Sanding,
varnishing, and inspecting the rigging of the canoe o ensurs
her safe return home. The canoe itself was parked behind the
USS Monitor Center, allowing Museum guesis the privilege to
S06 Hokdle'a up Close and engage directly with crew members
as they worked.

Now on the last leg of their worldwids voyage, Hokdle's and her
crews left a lasting imprint on the Mussum community througn

October 17, 2016, Fairlead Integrated and Hampton Roads
Crane & Rigging worked together to safely hoist Hokile'a Dy
Crana onto a traller and tow her to The Mariners’ Mussum.

Polynesian Voyagers
Exhibition at The Mariners’ Museum
Now through June 11, 2017

In conjunction with Hokdlea’s visit, the Museum opened its
newest exhibition Polynesian Voyagers, featuring the time-honored
navigational skills of traditional Polynesian voyagers. Several educators
from the Polynesian Voyaging Society will visit the Museum for
educational programming throughout the duration of the exhibition.
Polynesian Voyagers features a model of Hokdls'a, navigational
methods and techniques, and ancient Polynesian chanting.
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